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I4ETTER  TO  REV.  S.  C.  AIK.1N, 
Pastor  of  the  First  Presbyterian  Church  in  Utica. 

NO.  III. 

Dear  Sir — Every  step  I  take  in  my  la¬ 
bor  with  you  seems  to  give  additional  pro¬ 
mise  of  final  success,  and  encourages  me 
to  persevere  in  my  undertaking.  “To 
write  the  same  things  to  you,  to  ihe  indeed 
is  not  grievous,  but  for  you  it  is  profitable.” 
1  am  informed  that  you  announced  from 
your  pulpit,  on  the  Sabbath  after  my  se¬ 
cond  epistle  reached  you,  that  it  did  “not 
belong  to  your  creed  to  make  people  mad, 
in  order  to  convert  them.”  This  augurs 
well.  I  am  heartily  glad  that  you  have 
renounced  this  objectionable  part  of  your 
creed.  Indeed,  I  did  not  expect  you 
would  renounce  the  whole  of  it  at  once. — 
But  if  you  lop  off  one  article  after  another 
—and  those  the  most  revolting — of  your 
present  system,  tho’  the  work  progress  but 
slowly,  it  will  be  sure,  aaid  your  entire 
conversion  inevitable. 

To  aid  you  in  detecting,  and  encourage! 
you  to  reject,  other  monstrous  features  in 
your  system  of  faith  &  practice,(I  mean  that 
adopted  by  modam  reeiva/is/s  of  your  class 
generally,)  I  will  now  call  your  atten¬ 
tion  to  what  I  promised  in  the  closing  par¬ 
agraph  of  my  last  letter — ^to  the  raging  of 
the  Finney  fever,  the  manoeuvres  practi¬ 
ced  by  him  and  his  coadjutors,  (in  which 
you  took  so  active  a  part)  being  supported 
in  the  new  measures  by  Messrs.  Beeman, 
Lansing,  and  others;  and  the  opposition 
made  to  your  party  by  Messrs.  Nettleton, 
Beecher,  Porter,  Edwards  and  others, 
when  they  discovered  such  a  fire  kindling 
as  was  likely  to  bum  down  youi  house. — 
To  describe  fully  the  “hubbub  wild  and 
sad  confusion  all”  in  which  the  Presbyte¬ 
rians  were  involved  by  those  scenes,  and 
from  which  they  have  not  yet  extricated 
.  themselves,  I  shall  net  attempt :  but  shall 
merely  glance  at  some  of  the  principal 
events,  in  order  to  draw  from  them  a  sui¬ 
table  admonition  to  you  to  abandon  so  ridi¬ 
culous  a  system  of  measures  and  doctrines 
as  your  party  have  adopted. 

Mr.  Nettleton  had  long  been  a  celebra¬ 
ted  Revival  preacher — had  produced  ma¬ 
ny  and  great  excitements,  practiced  many 
extravagant  feats,and  driven  many, through 
the  fear  of  hell,  to  profess  religion,  and 
join  the  Presb3rtcrian  church;  and  so  long 
M  he  had  art  and  management  enough 


about  him  to  dupe  community  and  make 
people  believe  his  labors  were  evangelical, 
and  proceeded  wholly  from  his  love  cf 
soulsy  and  not  from  any  sectarian  and  pro- 
selyting  disposition,  he  was  allowed  to  take 
the  lead,  and  your  denomination  very  gen¬ 
erally  approbated  his  course,  and  consid¬ 
ered  him  an  excellent  recruiting  officer, 
even  tho’  he  might  write  letters  and  sign 
them  ‘  *  Jesus  Christ^’  At  length  Mr.  Fin¬ 
ney  comes  on  to  the  stage — raised  from 
obscurity,  and  (to  say  nothing  of  his  pri¬ 
vate  character,  or  domestic  affiurs,  with 
which  1  have  no  concern)  as  impudent  as 
he  was  ignorant,  he  begins  to  make  a  great 
noise,  thunders  away  with  his  anathemas 
against  all  who  will  not  bow  and  do  him 
reverence,  terrifies  weak-minded  women 
and  children  half  out  of  their  senses,  and 
from  (he  multitudes  that  he  succeeds  in 
scaring  into  the  church,  by  his  appeals  to 
their passioRA,  his  description  of  hell,  and 
his  imagery  of  the  infernal  rigions,  (with 
which  he  'seems  to  be  very  familiar,)  at 
once  concludes  he  can  out-general  Mr. 
Nettleton;  and  by  the  course  he  pursues 
seems  to  say  to  the  latter,  “Brother  Net¬ 
tleton,  youVe  been  Captain  long  enough; 
’tis  my  turn  now.”  Shortly  after  this  he 
assumes  the  office  and  authority  of  Briga¬ 
dier  General,  and  marshalls  under  his  com¬ 
mand  several  scores  of  aids-de-camp,  w’ho, 
eager  to  execute  the  orders  and  imitate 
the  example  of  their  General,  go  forth  in 
swarms,  like  locusts,  upon  the  breadth  of 
the  land,  threatening  to  devour  every  green 
thing.  Among  them  we  see  a  Nash  and 
a  Smith,  a  Merritt  and  a  Sly,  a  Boyle  and 
a  Snyder,  and  a  whole  clan  of  others  of  a 
similar  cast  too  numerous  to  name;  who  in 
their  endeavors  to  ape  Mr.  Finney,  “re¬ 
mind  us  (as  Mr.  Nettleton  says  in  his  let¬ 
ter  to  you)  of  the  seven  sons  of  Sceva 
who  undertook  to  imitate  Paul.”  (Acts 
19.)  1  had  like  to  have  added  to  the 
above  named  imitators  of  Mr.  Finney,  the 
names  of  Brs.  Aikin,  and  Beeman,  and 
Lansing.  But  on  a  second  thought,  it  oc¬ 
curred  to  me  that  they  possibly  might  have 
been  influenced  in  their  course  by  some¬ 
what  different  motives.  Indeed  it  appears 
from  Mr.  Beemans  confession  to  some  of 
his  confidential  friends,  that  his  motive  in 
adopting  the  new  measures  and  getting  up 
an  excitement  in  Troy,  was,  to  divert  the 
public  attention  of  the  people  in  that  city 
from  the  subject  of  his  oivn  domestic  broils 
and  private  character.  Whether  the  mo¬ 
tive  of  yourself  and  Mr.  Lansing  in  adopt¬ 


ing  these  measures  and  getting  converted 
again,  was  simply  to  make  proselytes  to 
your  creed  and  additions  to  your  churches, 
or  embraced  other  objects,  1  shall  not  here 
pretend  to  determine. 

When  Mr.  Finney  and  his  co-workers 
and  imitators,  in  this  place  and  Troy,  began 
to  make  such  a  tremendous  noise,  by 
bringing  into  the  field  their  heaviest  artil- 
ler}',  and  to  raise  such  volumes  of  smoke 
as  wholly  to  obscure  the  mental  horizon— 
when  the  people  in  this  place,  filled  with 
consternation  at  the  incessant  firing  that 
was  kept  up,  forsook  their  domestic  duties 
and  daily  avocations  and  ran  like  mad-men 
through  the  streets,  holding  prayer  meet- 
i  ings  from  shop  to  shop,  and  even  in  the 
midst  of  the  streets,  and  insulting  every 
civil  man  w'omau  or  child  they  met — ^Mr. 
Nettleton  and  Dr.  Beecher,  hearing  what 
wouderful  things  were  done  by  Mr.  Fin¬ 
ney  and  Mr.  Aikin  and  Mr.  Beeman, found 
themselves  fairly  outdone  and  placed  oa 
the  back  ground.  This  they  could  not 
easily  brook.  And  indeed  it  could  hard¬ 
ly  be  expected  that  they  would  readily 
yield  the  palm  to  younger  men  than  them¬ 
selves,  when  they  had  always  been  fore¬ 
most  in  revival  scenes,  in  getting  up  and 
managing  great  popular  excitements.-— 
Someffiing  must  be  done,  and  that  imme¬ 
diately,  or  Mr.  Finney  and  his  revivals 
would  soon  eclipse  all  tlie  glory  of  their 
own  brilliant  career.  Accordingly  Mr. 
Nettleton  sits  down  and  writes  a  long  let¬ 
ter  to  yourself ;  and  Doctor  Beecher  anu- 
ther  to  Mr.  Beeman,  complaining  in  the 
bitterest  terms  of  the  abuses  and  arts  prac¬ 
ticed  by  Mr.  Finney  and  bis  coadjutors,  in 
the  revivals  just  got  up,  calling  them 
“powerful  and  successful  assaults  of  Sa¬ 
tan,”  spreading  “universal  misrule  and 
moral  desolation”  through  the  land,  “fires 
that  would  ruin  fences  and  gardens  and 
houses,  and  bum  up  friends;”  Ac.  stating 
that  ^^somebody  must  speak”  out  against 
them,  “for  silence  would  prove  their  ruin.” 
These  letters,  together  with  the  confiden¬ 
tial  correspo^ence  between  Dr.  £.  and 
Mr  N.  soon  creep  into  the  public  prints , 
aid  produce  a  general  confusion  through¬ 
out  ail  your  ranks.  Two  great  parties  are 
formed — one  accuses  the  other  of  being 
“enthusiasts,  disorganizers,  deranged  and 
mad;”  and  they  in  their  turn  retort  the  ac¬ 
cusation  against  their  accusers,  of  being 
“cold,  stupid,  dead,  unconverted  and  ene¬ 
mies  to  revivals,”  and  thus  mutual  accu¬ 
sations  and  recriminations  go  the  rounds. 
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Till  at  length,  no  other  way  appearing  to 
allay  the  increasing  fury  of  the  storm,  a 
convention, or  ecclesiastical  council,  of  both 
parties,  is  called  together  at  New  Leba- 
non.  There,  face  to  face,  the  two  con- 
iending  parties  meet,  to  settle  their  ani¬ 
mosities,  restore  peace,  and  determine — 
not  how  they  should  be  governed  by  the 
Holy  Spirit— but  how  they  should  govern 
the  Holy  Ghost !  But  what  a  total  abor¬ 
tion  was  here  !  and  what  a  ridiculous  fig¬ 
ure  does  this  convention  make  in  the  re¬ 
cords  of  your  ecclesiastical  proceedings ! 
Your  party,  with  their  leading  officers, 
Messrs.  Finney,  Beeman  and  Lansing, 
introduced  their  propositions  and  resolu¬ 
tions,  and  through  tne  sullen  silence  and 
inaction  of  the  Beecher  &  Nettleton  party, 
were  allowed  to  carry  them.  Then  the 
other  party  introduce  theirs  of  entirely  op¬ 
posite  import,  and  through  the  same  silence 
and  inaction  on  your  part,  are  allowed  to 
carry  their  resolutions^  so  that  both  par¬ 
ties  gain  the  vi<  tory,  and  yet,  strange  to 
tell,  both  parties  are  defeated  f  The  re¬ 
solutions  of  your  party  were  designed  to 
show  that  the  Beecher  party  were  not  ac¬ 
tuated  by  the  Holy  Spirit  in  their  move¬ 
ments;  and  the  resolutions  of  the  latter 
were  designed  to  show  that  the  Finney 
party  were  not  actuated  hy  the  Holy  Spi¬ 
rit  in  their  movements.  And  1  must  ex¬ 
ercise  charity  enough  to  believe  that  so  far 
at  least,  the  resolutions  of  both  parties  were 
correct  The  two  parties  not  coming  to 
any  agreement  about  governing y  or  being 
governed  fcy,  the  Holy  Spirit,  in  revival 
seasons,  at  length  separated  more  chagri¬ 
ned  and  disgusted  with  each  other  than 
‘before.  Here  the  matter  could  not  rest ; 
for  neither  party  were  satisfied.  Shortly 
after  this.  Dr.  Beecher  delivered  his  fa*' 
mous  discourse  in  New-York,  entitled. 
'■*  Resources  of  the  Adversary  and  means  of 
tSeir  destruction  in  which,  speaking  ofj 
corrupting  revivalsy  he  very  kindly  inti¬ 
mated  that  many  of  his  brethren  were  in¬ 
struments  of  the  Devil,  in  getting  up  and 
managing  revivals  as  they  did. 

At  length,  seeing  no  end  to  these  con¬ 
tentions,  accusations  and  recriminations, 
and  conceiving  the  craft  in  great  danger,  a  j 
few  of  the  ‘‘master  spirits”  meet  together 
in  Philadelphia,. and  after  free  conversa¬ 
tion  on  the  subject  of  revivals,  in  relation 
to  tho^e  points  wherein  they  differed,  they 
agree  to  cease  from  all  publications,  cor¬ 
respondences,  conversations  and  conduct, 
designed  or  calculated  to  keep  those  sub¬ 
jects  before  the  public  mind.  Ves,  they 
sdemnly  obligate  themselves  to  keep  those 
subjects  from  before  the  public  mind, 
which,  if  your  views  be  correct,  are  of  all 
subjects  the  most  important  to  be  kept 
constantly  in  view ! 

Now,  Dear  Sir,  in  view  of  all  these 
ihing«,  these  strange  movements,  these 


TOpular  excitements,  these  wild  fires  of 
Finueyism,  these  ecclesiastical  conten¬ 
tions  among  the  advocates  of  revivals  them¬ 
selves,  and  the  fruits  of  them  from  begin¬ 
ning  to  end,  can  you  seriously  and  honest¬ 
ly  belive  they  are  ail, or  indeed  any  of  them 
the  work  of  God,  the  operation  of  his  spirit, 
or  in  any  way  entitlb'd  to  your  longer  friend¬ 
ship  or  countenance  ?  Do  they  not  ap¬ 
pear  to  be  wholly  the  work  of  crafty,  de¬ 
signing  men.  got  up  and  carried  on,  from 
interested  motives,  with  a  design  of  in¬ 
creasing  the  power  and  influence  of  the 
clergy,  and  christened,  “/A«  work  of  the 
I  Lordy^  to  ixake  them  take  with  the  igno¬ 
rant  and  weak  minded,  and  to  add  new 
recruits  to  your  church  ?  What  resem¬ 
blance,  what  connexion,  is  there  between 
such  ridiculous  scenes,  and  measures  and 
principles  as  are  alluded  to  above,  and  the 
labors  of  the  primitive  disciples  and  the 
principles  of  the  mild  and  peace-giving  re¬ 
ligion  of  Jesus  i 

Presuming  that,  if  you  are  not  given 
over  to  “hardness  of  heart  and  blindness 
of  mind,”  you  must  be  under  conviction 
yourself  by  this  time,  I  recommend  to  you 
to  exercise  yourself  much  in  secret  and 
fervent  prayer  to  God,  till  I  write  you  a- 
gain.  that  He  may  open  the  eyes  of  your 
understanding,  deliver  you  from  the  pow¬ 
er  of  darkness,  and  show  you  his  salva¬ 
tion.  In  my  next  1  shall  give  you  the  ex¬ 
planation  promised  in  the  P.  S.  of  my  se¬ 
cond  letter.  Aflectionaely  Yours, 

D.  S. 


For  the  Evangelical  Magazine. 

AN  l.'QUIRY 

Into  the  Scriptural  import  of  the  phrases 
Kingdom  of  Gun,  and  Kingdom  of 
Heaven,  oceurring  in  the  New  Testament. 

No.  I. 

In  order  to  ascertain  the  import  of  any 
term  or  phrase  in  the  Scriptures,  it  ap¬ 
pears  only  necessary  to  learn  its  general 
use,  and  the  manner  in  which  the  writer 
or  speaker  applied  their  language.  This 
can  be  dune  by  noticing  all  the  places 
where  such  particular  term  or  phrase  oc¬ 
curs,  and  by  tracing  the  relative  circum¬ 
stances  and'  facts  which  serve  to  define 
and  illustrate  its  meaning.  -This  course 
I  intend  pursuing  in  the  present  inquiry, 
without  designing  to  draw  any  conclu¬ 
sions  from  their  natural  ciiannel  to  favor 
the  opinion  I  may  have  conceived  on 
the  subject.  But  it  may  here  be  remar¬ 
ked,  and  should  be  remembered,  that  a 
large  majority  of  competent  and  credible 
witnesses  should  be  considered  sufficient 
to  decide  this  and  other  similar  ques¬ 
tions  in  a  satisfactory  manner.  And 
should  there  be  found,  in  the  course  of 
this  inquiry,  some  expressions,  in  them 
selves  not  easily  reconciled,  they  should ; 


be  explained  by  the  general  scope  of  ob¬ 
vious  phrases. 

I  shall  in  the  first  place  take  up  the 
phrases  in  the  Gospel  history  ;  after 
which  1  shall  extend  the  inquiry  to  the 
Epistles  if  it  shall  be  thought  profita¬ 
ble.  But  before  entering  into  the  propo¬ 
sed  examination,  to  show  all  classes  who 
may  read  my  remarks,  that  1  am  not  sin  ¬ 
gular  in  my  opinions,  1  will  produce 
those  of  Dr.  George  Campbell,  a  learn¬ 
ed  and  critical  and  candid  writer  of  the 
Presbyterian  fraternity,  and  of  Dr.  Ad¬ 
am  Clarke,  an  erudite  Arminian. 

Dr.  Campbell  says,  “In  the  phrases 
translated  Kingdom  of  God,  and  Kingdom 
\of  //eaaen,  there  is  a  manifest  allusion  to 
the  predictions  in  which  this  economy 
was  revealed  by  the  prophets  in  the  Old 
Testament,  particularly  by  the  prophet 
Daniel,  who  mentions  it  in  chap.  ii$  44,  as 
a  kingdom — which  the  God  of  Heaven 
would  set  up,  and  which  should  never  be 
destroyed.  Anil  in  chap,  vii;  13, 14,  as  a 
kingdom  to  be  given,  with  glory  and  do¬ 
minion  over  all  people,  nations,  and  lan¬ 
guages,  to  one  like  a  son  of  man.  And 
the  prophet  Micah,  chap,  iv;  6,  7,  speak¬ 
ing  of  the  same  era,  represents  it  as  a 
time  when  Jehovah,  having  removed  the 
afflictions  of  his  people,  would  reign  over, 
them  in  Mount  Zion,  thenceforth  even 
forever.  To  the  same  purpose,  though 
not  so  explicit,  are  the  declarations  of 
other  prophets.  To  these  predictions 
there  is  a  plain  allusion  in  the  title  He 
Basileia  tou  Theou,  or  ton  curanon.  or  sim¬ 
ply  He  Basileia,  given  in  the  New  Testa¬ 
ment,  to  the  religious  constitution  which 
would  obtain  under  the  Messiah.  This 
title  occurs  very  often,  and  is,  if  I  mis¬ 
take  not,  uniformly,  in  the  common  trans¬ 
lation,  rendered  Kingdom. 

“That  the  import  of  the  term  is  always 
Kingdomy  or  something  nearly  related  to 
kingdom,  is  beyond  all  question  l  but  it 
is  no  less  so,  that,  if  regard  be  had  to  the 
propriety  of  our  own  idiom,  and,  conse¬ 
quently  to  the  perspicuity  of  the  version, 
the  English  word,  Kingdom,  will  not  an¬ 
swer  on  every  occasion.  In  most  cases 
Basileia  answers  to  the  Latin  regnum. — 
But  this  word  is  of  more  extensive  mean¬ 
ing  than  the  English,  being  equally  a- 
dapted  to  express  both  our  terms  reign, 
and  kingdom.  The  first,  or  the  wonl 
reign,  relates  to  the  time  or  duration  of 
the  sovereignty;  the  second,  or  the  term 
kingdom,  relates  to  the  place,  or  country, 
over  which  it  extends.  Now  though  it 
is  manifest  in  the  Gospels,  that  it  is 
much  oftener  the  time,  than  the  place, 
which  is  alluded  to  by  the  term  Basileia, 
it  is  never,  in  the  common  version,  ti’ans- 
lated  reign,  but  always  kingdom.  Yet 
the  exprtspion  is  often  thereby  rendered 
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extremely  awkward,  not  to  say  absurd. 
Use  indeed  softens  every  thing.  Hence 
it  is,  that,  in  reading  our  Bible,  we  are 
insensible  of  those  improprieties,  which, 
in  any  other  book,  would  strike  us  at 
first  hearing.  Such  are  those  expres 
sions  wnich  apply  motion  to  a  kingdotn,ns 
when  mention  is  made  of  its  coming,  ap- 
proachingy  drawing  near,  and  the  like  } 
but  1  should  not  think  it  worth  while  to 
contend  for  the  observance  of  a  scrupu¬ 
lous  propriety,  if  the  violation  of  it  did 
not  affect  the  sense,  and  lead  the  reader 
into  mistakes.  Now  this  is,  in  several 
instance.-,  the  certain  consequence  of 
iihproperly  rendering  Basileia,  Kingdom!** 
Diss.  5,'  Part  1,  sects.  1,  2.  In  this 
Dissertation,  the  author  has  most  clearly 
proved,  that  the  phrases  in  question  gen 
erally  relate  to  '‘Uhe  religioua  canstitution 
that  would  obtain  under  the  Messiah.** — 
Da.  C  LAHRK,  in  his  notes  on  Matt,  iii,  2, 
says  the  words,  “  the  Kingdom  Heav¬ 
en,*'  refer  to  the  pro'phecy  of  Daniel, 
chap.vii,  13, 14,  where  the  reign  of  Christ 
among  men  is  expressly  toretold.  This 
phrase,  and  the  Kingdom  of  God,  mean 
the  same  thing,  viz  :  the  dispensation  of 
infinite  mercy,  and  manifestation  of  e- 
ternal  truth  by  Christ  Jesus;  producing 
the  true  knowledge  of  God,  accompanied 
with  that  worship  which  is  pore  and  ho¬ 
ly,  worthy  of  that  God  who  is  its  institu* 
tor  and  object.  But  why  is  this  called 
a  kingdom  f  Because  it  has  its  laws  ,  all 
the  moral  precepts  of  the  Gospel  ;  its 
subjects,  all  who  believe  in  Christ  Jesus  ; 
and  its  King,  the  Sovereign  of  heaven  and 
earth. 

“  But  why  is  it  called  the  kingdom  of 
heaven  ^Because  God  designed  his  king¬ 
dom  of  grace  here,  should  resemble  the 
kingdom  of  glory  above.  And  hence 
ourLord  teaches  us  to  pray,  “Thy  will 
be  done  on  earth  as  it  is  in  heaven.’’ 

“It  is  farther  added,  this  kingdom  is 
nl  hand.  The  dispensation  of  the  glori¬ 
ous  Gospel  was  now  about  to  be  fully 
opened,  and  the  Jews  were  to  have  the 
first  offers  of  salvation.” 

Seeing  this  passage  relates  more  tothe 
time  of  this  dispensation,  and  seems  not 
to  convey  the  idea  of  place  or  country,  I 
must  own  I  prefer  the  distinction  and 
translation  of  Dr.  Campbell,  who  ren¬ 
ders  the  passage  :  “Reform,  for  the  reign 
of  Heaven  approacheth.’’ 

Although  it  is  obvious  to  every  student 
of  the  Holy  Scriptures,  that  the  phrases, 
kingdom  of  God,  and  kingdom  of  Heaven, 
are  synonymous,  to  remove  every  obsta¬ 
cle  to  our  inquiry,  I  will  here  exhibit  the 
fact  in  a  few  parallel  case»  where  these 
phrases  are  found.  For  somft  reason, 
perhaps  as  yet,  unknown,  Matthew  and 
the  other  Evangelists  employ  different 
language  to  convey  the  same  ideas.  For 


the  must  part,  Matthew  uses  the  phrase, 
kingdom  of  Heaven,  where  Mark  and  Luke 
use  kingdom  of  God,  and  to  show  every 
impartial  obseiver,  that  the  same  thing  is 
intended  by  them  all,  a  few  passages  will 
suffice.  Matthew  says,  “Reform,  for  the 
reign  of  Heaven  approacheth.”  iii.  2.— 
while  Mark  in  recording  the  same  event, 
says ;  the  reign  of  God  approacheth. 
chap.  i.  15.  Matthew  records  the  be¬ 
ginning  of  the  sermon  on  the  Mount — 
Blessed  are  the  poor  in  spirit,  for  theirs 
is  the  kingdom  of  Heaven,  chap  v.  3.  and 
Luke  expresses  the  same  thus — Blessed 
be  ye  poor,  fur  yours  is  the  kingdom  of  God. 
chap  vi.  20.  Matthew,  in  relating  the 
parables  of  our  Lord,  says  the  kingdom 
of  .^eacen  is  like — Then  shall  the  king 
.dom  of  Heaven  be  likened,  &c.  But 
Mark  and  Luke,  in  recording  the  same 
similitudes,  use  the  ftwnic  kingdom  of  God. 
The  following,  if  i  mistake  not,  is  the 
number  of  times  these  phrases  are  re¬ 
corded  in  the  Gusp'  I  histories,  and  by 
each  Evangelist  respectively.  **King- 
dom  of  God**  occurs  in  Matthew  Jioetimes, 
and  kingdom  of  Heaven,  twenty-four  ixmei. 
In  Mark,  ''kingdom  of  God**  is  found 
thirteen  times,  in  Luke,  twenty  six  times, 
and  in  John,  twice.  But  in  neither  of  the 
three  lastisthe  phiase,  "kingdom  of  Hea¬ 
ven**  to  be  met  with. 

It  is  not  presumed,  that,  in  every  In¬ 
stance  where  this  language  occurs,  the 
same  thing  is  always  meant,  but  far  other¬ 
wise.  1  shall  not  be  taxed  with  arro¬ 
gance  when  I  say,  that  most  readers  of 
the  Bible  aie  nut  aware  of  the  choicest 
rules  in  explaining  this  book.  Many 
seem  to  have  imbibed  the  opinion,  that 
‘ever j phrase  or  sentence,  contains  a  mean¬ 
ing  separate  and  independent  of  any  con¬ 
nexion  with  chapter  or  subject,  if  this 
be  true,  why  not  take  grounds  with  the 
Cabahsts.and  maintain,  that  every  word, 
syllable,  letter  and  point,  have  the  same 
claims  to  a  seperate  interpretation!  It 
is  this,  together  with  the  two-fold  meaning 
of  the  Scriptures  which  ignorant  zealots 
have  contended  for,  that  has  tended  more 
than,  perhaps,  any  thing  else,  to  divide 
the  religious  community  into  separate 
and  clashing  interests.  For  example, 
many  sects  have  reared  their  whole  tem¬ 
ple  of  faith  from  a  single  expression,  or 
from  an  idea  suggested  by  some  contro¬ 
verted  doctrine,  or  passage  of  holy  writ. 
Others  have  claimed  the  high  prerogative 
of  discovering  and  understanding  the  bid¬ 
den  or  internal  sense  of  Scripture,  and 
created  parties  called  by  their  names. — 
But  these  absurd  opinions  are  now  meet¬ 
ing  with  less  sumptuous  fare  than  former¬ 
ly,  and  mankind  are  coming  to  the  know¬ 
ledge  of  the  important  truth,  that  the 
Scriptures  are  to  be  read  and  explained 
by  their  connexion  j  or  tti  the  same  man¬ 


ner  we  would  explain  any  other  book,  pre¬ 
scribing  laws  and  regulations.  Let  this 
be  the  standard  of  explication,  and  par¬ 
ties  and  difficulties  will  vanish  from  our 
sight.  1  shall  test  the  utility  of  this  rule 
in  this  Inquiry.  VV.  I.  REESE. 

MR.  MITCHELL’S  LETTER. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Magazine. 

Rev-  Sir — On  receiving  Mr.  C.  C’s. 
letter  of  Feb  7th,  I  determined  to  take 
no  further  notice  of  it,  than  what  is  con¬ 
tained  in  my  brief  reply.  But  since  he 
has  deemed  both  of  sufficient  moment  to 
make  them  public,*  1  have  thought  it 
might,  perhaps,  be  useful  to  Am,  to  see  a 
short  analysis  of  his  letter  :  and  but  jus¬ 
tice  to  myself,  to  make  a  few  remarks  on 
your  correction  of  my  reply.  I  write  as 
a  candid  friend,  to  Mr.  C.  and  yourself, 
for  such  1  profess  to  be  to  all  mankind. 

His  apology  for  publishing  the  letters, 
(both  private,)  without  consulting  me,  is 
a  bitter  reflection  on  the  honour  and  hon¬ 
esty  of  his  correspondent;  ‘‘'ITiat  the  pub¬ 
lic  may  not  be  misinformed  in  regard  to 
them.’’ 

The  subject  of  the  letter  is  introduce!! 
with  a  general,  sweeping  charge  of  pro¬ 
fessed  infallibility  on  Protestants  univer¬ 
sally.  “What  is  religion  ?  and  whose 
religion  is  unmixed  with  superstition  and 
error  ?  ‘mine,’  says  the  Catholic  without 
hesitation.  ‘Mine’  also  says  the  Protes¬ 
tant  ;  and  so  says  every  individual,  of 
the  hundred  sects,  who  claim  the  prero¬ 
gative,  that  they  only  are  right”  &c. — 
The  Catholic  must  speak  for  himself; 
and  the  sober  Catholic  would  speak  a 
language  very  different  from  the  above  : 
But  with  regard  to  the  charge  upon  Pro¬ 
testants,  Mr.  C.  and  every  other  man  of 
information  know,  that,  in  nearly,  if  not 
quite,  every  instance,  the  exact  reverse 
is  the  fact.  Yet,  “every  individual”  is 
charged  :  no  exception;  not  even  of  him¬ 
self!  for,  notwithstanding  the  evidence 
of  his  being  a  Deist,  it  seems  he  would  he 
considered  a  Protestant.  And.  what  caps 
the  climax  of  their  bigoted  attachment  to 
self  is  that  all  others  are  excluded.  "That 
they  only  are  right.**  This  general  attack 
prepares  the  way  for  his  personal  assault. 

After  saying  that  each  of  the  different 
sects,  claims  the  right  to  enjoy  their 
“opinion  and  liberty  of  conscience,’’ — he 
interrogates;  “And  do  not  you  yourself 
also  require  it?  If  so,  why  not  grant  to 
others  the  same  privilege  ?”  Strange*! 
And  yet  I  commone,ana  hold  Christian 
fellowship,  with  a  number  of  different, 
sects  ;  all  of  whom  differ  more  or  less, 
from  me  in  sentiment.  Mr.  C.  wouM 
associate  the  crime  of  hypocrisy  with  tn- 
tolerance, in  my-truly  alarming  case.— - 
He  proceeds ;  “would  you  not  consider 

*See  U.  E.  Magazine,  rol  2d  p.  IM 
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it  unjust,  uncharitable  and  unbecoming 
the  cnaracter  of  a  preacher,  to  brand  with 
the  odious  title,  of  Infidel,  and  as  cne* 
inies  to  all  good  order  in  society,  ALLt 
those  whose  views  differ  from  his  ?  And 
yet  YOU  do  not  hesitate  to  d»  it  without 
reserve.”  ‘Without  reserve’!  How  gen¬ 
eral!  not  one  exception!!  O  charity, where 
hast  thou  fled?  Comeback  into  the  breast; 
sof^ten  the  heart ;  expand  the  benevo¬ 
lence;  and  chase  away  the  bigotry  of  Mr. 
C’.s  old  friend,  and  present  pupil,  in  the 
school  of  'Fheology-  But  my  inconsis¬ 
tency  and  hypocrisy  more  than  equal  my 
absorete  destitution  of  charity  :  for,  ac¬ 
cording  to  Mr.  C.  I  call  “alP’whose  views 
difl'er  trom  mine,  “infidels,”  and  yet,  1 
commune  with  many  of  tnem,  yes,  com¬ 
mune  with  Infidels.  Inconsistency!  And, 
fry  communing  with  thetn,  1  declare  be¬ 
fore  God  and  men,  that  I  fellowship  them 
.18  Christians — Hypocrisy !  Again — 

“You  denounce  them  as  opponents  to 
Christianity  :  as  Deists,  Infidels,  or  Athe¬ 
ists,  and  have  declared  in  public,  that 
you  intend  to  expose  them;  or  as  much 
as  to  say,  that  you  intend  to  erect  an  in¬ 
quisitorial  tribunal,  and  take  upon  your¬ 
self  the  responsibility  of  the  office  of 
judge.”  The  terra,  ‘‘denounce,’’  or 
threaten  by  proclamation,  is  equivalent, 
I  suppose,  to  a  Pope's  Bull.  And  what 
ProtesVtnt  does  not  shudder  at  the  men 
tion  of  inquisition.&mX  judge, or  chief  inqui- 
uitori  But  where  the  tribunal?  Sauquoit! 
W’ho  the  judge,  or  inquisitor? — A  Pro¬ 
testant  !  A  Methodist  Minister  ■  !  What 
thoughts  of  blood,  carnage,  and  infliction 
of  ruthless,  bigoted  vengeance  on  unof¬ 
fending  innocence,  are  associated  with 
the  supposed  disposition  of  Mr,  C’s.  cor¬ 
respondent!  W'hat  a  pity  Mr.  C.  did  not 
discover  the  disposition  of  his  associate  , 
liefore  ten  years  of  intimate  acquaintance 
had  been  suffered  to  pass!  Who  can  tell 
the  risques  he  has  run,  and  the  dangers 
to  which  he  has  exposed  himself  through 
such  intimacy!  Query  :  Is  not  the  Sau¬ 
quoit  inquisition,  under  the  superinten¬ 
dence  of  a  Methodist  Minister,  the  first 
Protestant  inquisition  of  w  hich  the  public 
has  been  informed? 

The  Scripture,  “judge  not  &c.”  is  an 
excellent  precept  of  our  Saviour ;  but 
seems  to  be  quoted  with  ill  grace  by  Mr. 
C.  who  appears  to  have  assumed  the  offi¬ 
ces,  both  of  judge  and  censor.  The 
charge  of  disposition  to  deny  the  right  of 
“private  judgment,”  is  referable  to  that 
onntolerance.  Again — “Should  you  not 
be  somewhat  cautious  in  hurling  your  an¬ 
athemas  maranathas  at  all  who  differ  from 
fou?”  “Anathemas,”  curses,  or  let  him 
be  accursed  ;  “Maranathas” — The  Lord 
cometh,or  is  coming.  “Let  them  be  accur- 

ttliis  it  a  mitUke— the  word  all  is  not  used  here 
hy  the  writer  refered  to.  Ed. 


sed,  the  Lord  cometh.”  Mark,  again, 
how  general. — ^*AUwho  differV*  no  re¬ 
serve! — no  tender  feelings  of  compassion 
for  any  one!  Let  curses  from  the  Lord, 
fall  without  distinction  on  ALL  who  dare 
to  differ!!  The  true  spirit  of  a  Catholic 
inquisitor  truly!  1  think  if  Mr.  C.  had 
weighed  this  remark  sufficiently,  it  would 
not  have  found  a  place  in  his  letter. 

The  insinuation  respecting  eluding 
discussion,  is  correctly  answered  in  my 
reply — “utterly  false.”  ihe  imputa¬ 
tion,  “common  man”  and  a  member  of  a 
fallen  family,  ‘I  shall  not  attempt  to  pal¬ 
liate  or  deny.*  In  my  “capacity,”  I  aim 
to  be  as  “private,’’  as  my  station  will 
admit;  having  no  desire, (I  hope,)  to  make 
an  ostentatious  display.  If  “daily  de¬ 
portment’’  means  my  moral  conduct,  my 
neighbors  must  decide;  it  comes  not  with¬ 
in  my  province.  My  “private  exhorta¬ 
tions’’  are  confined  to  such,  as  I  hope 
will  profit  by  them.  My  reasons  fur  not 
‘•privately”  exhorting  infidels  and  scof¬ 
fers  at  religion,  and  the  religious,  is  found 
in  Matt.  vii.  6. 

The  charge  of  meanness,  is  as  much 
beneath  my -notice,  as  the  assertion  on 
which  it  is  founded,  is  baseless.  The 
remarks  on  “a  servant  of  God,”  rank 
with  the  charge  upon  Protestants  gene¬ 
rally;  and  are-destitute  of  weight,  for  the 
same  reason  :  viz.  They  are  at  war  with 
fact.  I  shall  not  now  state  the  facts  res¬ 
pecting  “a  young  man,”  for  the  same 
reason  that  1  animadverted  on  his  vul¬ 
garity  and  profanity  : — My  respect  for 
him,  and  his  family.  I  will  only  remark, 
that  I  did  not  call  his  name,  and  that  it 
was  made  public  through  his  own  agency. 
The  charge  on  professors  of  religion,  of 
profanity,  is  quite  inapplicable  to  this 
place;  with  the  exception  of  a  few  of 
those,  who  do  not  believe,  that  ‘swearers 
shall  have  their  part  in  the  lake  that 
burneth  with  fire  and  brimstone,’  or  in 
other  words,  that  they  have  all  their  pun¬ 
ishment  in  this  life.  The  disavowal  of 
being  my  judge  seems  to  be  profession  at 
war  with  practice.  The  suspicion  and 
assurance,  that  I  rank  him  among  infidels 
and  atheists,  I  will  now  notice.  I  said  in 
my  reply;  that  my  information  respect¬ 
ing  the  infidelity  of  his  sentiments,  was 
received  from  his  sisters,  E.  and  A.  di¬ 
rectly;  and  his  brother-in-law,  Mr.  W. 
through  E.  B.  He  says  in  the  communi¬ 
cation,  in  which  he  delivers  me  over  into 
your  hands,  that,  “my  inquiries  have  re¬ 
sulted  in  nothing  more  favorable  to  the 
Reverend,  than  to  verify  the  position  as¬ 
sumed  :  that  he  intends  to  rank  Univer- 
salism  and  Deism,  as  one  and  the  same 
thing.’’  In  answer,  1  will  observe,  that 
my  first  information  on  this  subject,  was 
received  a  number  of  months  since,  from 


perhaps, the  most  intelligent  Uiiiversalist 
in  this  place;  who  told  me, that  he  thought 
Mr.  C.  was  inclining  to  Deism.  Mr.  E. 

B.  informed  me  that  Mr.  VV.,  (who  is  a 
Universalist,)  siid  to  him,  that  Mr.  C. 
was  not  a  Universalist;  but  held  Deisti- 
cal  sentiments,  or  to  that  import.  This 
same  Mr.  W.  in  subsequent  conversa¬ 
tions  with  Mr.  E.  B.  said  that  Mr.  C. 
when  in  the  company  of  Universalists, 
passed  tolerably  well  for  a  Universalist : 
but  when  in  the  company  of  the  Deists  of 
this  place,  he  was  decidedly  in  favor  of 
their  sentiments,  and  uniforniily  joined 
with  them.  Mr.  C’s.  sisters  E.  and  A. 
while  visiting  at  my  house,  said  their  bro¬ 
ther  C.  was  not  a  Universalist;  if  he-were, 
they  should  have  more  hopes  of  him  ;  that 
he  discredited  much  of  the  Bible — set  at 
nought  the  doctrine  of  the  Resurrection 
of  the  dead,  and  disbelieved  the  immor¬ 
tality  of  the  soul.  These  are  the  facts 
stated  by  them,  and  nearly  in  their  own 
words.  Other  proof  might  be  added  were 
it  necessary.  I  am  heartily  sorry  that 
Mr.  C's.  rashness  and  impoliteness  in 
writing,  and  more  in  publishing  his  letter, 
have  made  it  necessary  to  present  even  so 
much  to  the  world.  I  was  not  the  first 
among  many,  to  believe  Mr.  C.  a  Deist. 
I  have  made,  I  believe,  no  remarks  res¬ 
pecting  Mr.  C.  as  a  Deist,  but  with  refe¬ 
rence  to  the  above  evidence.  I  have  on¬ 
ly  to  add,  that  I  never  personated  Mr. 

C.  in  public,  and  his  fluttering  under  my 
remarks,  seems  to  augur  to  his  preju¬ 
dice. 

The  remarks  on  the  appoiutment  and 

Sublic  TNViTATiox,  next  merit  attention, 
ly  appointment  was,  to  preach  on  the 
truth  ot  the  Scriptures  &c.  and  the  invi¬ 
tation  was  given,  to  those  who  disbeliev¬ 
ed,  or  had  doubts  respecting  the  truth  of 
them,  or  exalted  human  reason  above 
them  :  not  to  Universalists,  unless  they 
are  willing  to  come  under  that  denomin¬ 
ation.  The  similarity  between  Such  an 
invitation,  and  an  ^'inquisitorial  tribunal, 

I  leave  Mi*.  C.  to  explain;  as  well  as  its 
application  to  the  ^^Blue  Laws."  I  hope 
I  am  not  entirely  insensible  of  my  igno¬ 
rance  ;yet  verily,  I  had  always  supposed 
that  inquisitorial  tribunals  and  Blue  Laws 
were  sterner  things  than  simple  invita¬ 
tions;  besides,  if  Mr.  C.  is  a  believer  in 
the  Scriptures,  he  had  no  reason  to  be 
disturbed;  but  rather  to  rejoice,  that  an 
eflurt  was  about  to  be  made,  to  convince 
the  unbelieving,  and  establish  the  wavering 
in  a  truth  so  momentous.  The  reflec¬ 
tion  on  my  motive,  in  making  the  appoint¬ 
ment,  is  wholly  undeserving  of  so  wor¬ 
thy  an  author  as  Mr  C.:  and  must  have 
been  furnished  to  his  hand  by  a  far  less 
ingenuous  individual,  and  inserted  by 
him  iu  an  unfortunate  moment.  Under 


tliis  impression  I  will  withhold  the  notice 
which  It  merits  The  expression,  “Hor 
rible  imprecations,”  i.  e.  dreadful,  terri¬ 
ble,  shocking,  hideous,  enormous  prayers  for 
curses,  was  not  perhaps  sufficiently 
weiged.  The  thousands  who  have  heard, 
will,  I  thinh,  bear  me  record,  that  ny 
public  prayers  have  ever  been  for  bles¬ 
sings  on  all, — my  most  bitter  en>my  not 
excepted.  Othgr  passages  of  Mr.  C.s’ 
letter  are  equally  meritorious;  but  1  for¬ 
bear. 

With  these  remarks,  I  bid  adieu  to  Mr. 
C.s’productions.  They  are  many  more 
.than  I  ever  expected  to  make  concerning 
them.  I  should  not  have  written  these, 
did  I  not  think  that  he  is  working  him¬ 
self  into  an  inflammatory  habit,  which 
greatly  endangers  his  popular  health,  and, 
which  seems  already,  (if  we  may  judge 
from  his  writings)  to  have  made  destruc¬ 
tive  inroads,  on  that  enamouring  quality, 
unassuming  modesty,  for  which  he  was 
formerlyso  conspicuous.  If  my  remarks 
give  a  timely  check  to  the  disease,  or 
arouse  the  subject  to  a  sense  of  his  dan¬ 
ger,  that  he  may  call  in  his  own  skill  to 
cRect  its  eradication;  my  end  in  writing 
will  be  fully  accomplished. 

(  Concluded  in  our  next.) 

IstianstU'cal  fttaBaJine. 

"  CTICA,  SATURDAY,  MAY  9,  1829. 

Our  numerous  Correspondents  must  exe-  cise 
palince.  VV e '  will  attend  to  them  as  fast  as 
possible. 

EDITORIAL  CORRESPONDENCE. 

We  receive  many  interesting  communications 
and  privatejetters  from  our  friends  in  diff.-rent 
sections  of  the  country — some  describing  the 
enjoyment  resulfing  from  their  faith  in  the  Gos- 
|)el,  and  others  the  state  and  prosperity  of  the 
cause  of  truth  where  they  reside  wbich  we  be¬ 
lieve  would  be  not  only  acceptable,  but  very 
gratifying  to  our  readers  generally.  We  shall 
occasionally  present  our  readers  with  lome  ev 
iracts  from  these  letters. 

The  following  is  from  a  friend  in  Hollenbeck, 
Mass. 

“  Dear  Sir — As  I  am  personally  unacquaint¬ 
ed  wilh  you,  and  being  sensible  of  the  smallness 
of  my  abilities,  it  is  wilh  a  degree  of  diffidence 
I  attempt  to  write  to  you ;  yet  feeling  confident 
that  you  would  not  spurn  from  your  presence 
a  feliow-heing  on  account  of  his  inferiority  to 
yourself,  nor  frown  upon  him  because  (by  some) 
he  may  have  the  finger  of  scorn  pointed  at  him, 
•ir  be  denounced  an  heretic,  I  can  the  more  free¬ 
ly  address  a  word  to  you.  I  have  been  a  faith, 
ful  reader  of  your  most  highly  valued  paper, 
ilie  .Magazine,  vol.  II.  and  I  am  not  ashamed 
in  name  it  }  And  I  can  assure  you  I  feel  well 
I'uinpcnsated  for  my  trouble.  Yes,  I  feel  that 
by  reading  and  meditating  upon  the  soul  cheer, 
ing  doctrine  which  shines  so  luminously  thro*- 
9ut  its  columns,  my  soul  has  been  blest— my  I 


faith  increawQd.  Tea,  and  1  verily  believe,  if 
that  man  or  that  woman,  who  will  now  start 
with  horror  at  the  word  Vniversalim,  would 
lay  aside  prejudice,  tradition,  and  the  love  of 
popularity,  and  for  once  carefully  and  attentive¬ 
ly  read  and  examine  for  themselves  the  doctrine 
they  now  so  outrageously  condemn  and  detest, 
and  then  “  search  the  Scriptures  to  see  wheth¬ 
er  these  things  ari  so,”  they  would  not  be  so 
horribly  afraid  of  the  advocates  of  Godls  impar¬ 
tial  grace  and  goodness.  No,  they  would  not 
say  as  said  a  mao  to  me  not  long  since. — Said 
he,  “  if  J  believed  the  doctrine  of  Universal 
salvation,  I  would  immediately  burn  my  Bible!” 
Now,  kind  sir,  what  shall  we  think  of  such  an 
expression,  coming  from  one  who  professes 
great  orthodoxy  f  Might  not  this  Scripture, 
with  propriety,  be  applied  to  such  an  one  ? — 
”  Yeknownot  what  manner  of  spirit  ye  are  of,” 
Now,  this  man  is  instructed  when  he  prays,  to 
pray  for  all  men,  “  lifling  up  holy  bands  without 
wrath  and  doubting.”  What !  pray  for  all  men, 
and  pray  in  faith ;  and  if  he  should  believe  Ins 
prayers  would  be  answered,  he  would  bum  his 
Bible !  O,  vain  imagination  I  Did  you,  sir, 
ever  hear  of  a  Universalist  who  thought  si> 
meanly  of  his  Bible  as  to  commit  itto  the  flames.’ 
1  trust  not.  No,  blessed  be  God — they  can  and 
do  employ  ihcmselves  in  deeds  more  noble.  1 
feel  to  bless  the  Lord  with  my  whole  soul,  and 
I  would  call  upon  all  the  friends  of  liberal  Chris¬ 
tianity — and  especially  upon  all  our  brethren 
in  the  faith  of  God’s  impartial  grace  and  salva? 
lion — to  praise  the  Lord.  Is  it  not  to  you,  my 
brethren,  a  cause  of  rejoicing,  to  hear  of  so  ma¬ 
ny  conversions  in  the  ministry .’  to  hear  of  so 
many  heralds  of  salvation,  coming  **  over  into 
Macedonia  to  help  us  O,  my  brethren  !  let 
us  bid  them  a  hearty  welcome ;  and  may  God 
speed  them,  and  all  preachers  who  have  ob¬ 
tained  the  like  precions  faith.”  And  O,  may  Ibe 
time  not  be  far  distant,  when  “  Zion’s  watch¬ 
men  shall  see  eye  to  eye,  and  the  whole  world 
be  filled  with  a  knowledge  of  the  Lord,  as  the 
waters  cover  the  sea.’”  And  now,  dear  sir, 
praying  that  the  blessings  of  our  kind  and  indul¬ 
gent  Father  in  Heaven  may  attend  you  in  your 
ministerial  duties,  aod  also  in  your  editorial 
labors,  I  subscribe  myself,  wilh  respect,  your 
obedient  servant.”  O.  H. 

The  following  is  extracted  from  a  long  letter 
written  by  a  worthy  young  man  in  Frederick- 
town,  Ohio ;  and  will  be  useful  to  our  readers 
in  showing  them  a  specimen  of  Orthodox  man¬ 
agement  and  Presbyterian  monepoly  in  that  far 
westcru  and  new  country  : 

”  There  has  been  a  considerable  excitement 
in  the  Presbyterian  congregation  the  whiter  past, 
ID  Uiis  neighborhood,  and  I  believe  there  were 
three  or  four  new  converts  who  joined  the 
church.  But  the  excitement  and  multitude  of 
meetings  which  bad  been  got  up  through  the 
winter, have  melted  away,  and  disappeared  with 
the  frost.  There  have  recently  been  Sunday- 
schools  established  in  every  neighborhood  thro’- 
out  lliii  State ;  (and  I  do  not  know  but  in  other 
states  also.)  There  is  a  fund  collected  in  every 
school  for  the  purpose  of  getting  a  library  : 
wbich  scliool  and  library  is  attach^  to,  and  de¬ 
pendant  on,  the  ”  Central  American  Sunday 
School  Union.”  The  Mr.  Barber,  wfao  was  a- 
gent  to  collect  the  money  and  send  on  orders 
for  the  books,  informed  me  that  it  was  a  union 
of  six  denomixudions  ;  (and  I’do  not  know  but  it 
is ;)  but  there  has  been  none  engaged  in  the 
scheme  here,  nor  oone  appointed  to  office,  with¬ 


in  my  knowledge,  but  tbe  Pterhyterians  !  The 
money  was  collected  by  them  tbe  books  are 
to  be  sent  by  them ;  and  by  tbem,  1  presnine. 

'  tbe  books  will  he  written,  and  the  money  held ; 
which  will  be  so  much  towards  forming  a  *  tru¬ 
ly  Christian  party  in  politics’— which  of  all 
schemes  is  tbe  most  detestable.” 

“  W.  M.  A.” 

Evangelical  Magazine.  —Several  of  our  a- 
gents  have  requested  us  to  inform  them  wheth¬ 
er  we  can  supply  new  Subscribers  (which  they 
may  hereafter  obtain)  with  tbe  first  and  all  the 
Nos.  of  this  volume ;  stating  that  they  can  pro¬ 
cure  many  more  in  case  they  can  be  assured  of 
this.  We  would  iuform  them  that  we  can,  aod 
probably  shall  be  able  to  for  some  time  yet  te 
come.  Last  year,  when  we  commenced  the 
2d  vol.  we  had  but  few  copies  more  printed  than 
we  liad  subscribers-  The  consequence  was, 
that  when  our  Ikt  of  subscribers  increased,  we 
bad  to  enlarge  the  edition  about  500  copies  o- 
ver  tlie  number  with  which  the  vol.  commenced; 
and  to  be  at  the  expense  of  re-prinliog  the  two 
first  Nos.  This  year,  we  have  taken  tbe  pre¬ 
caution  to  commence  the  vol.  with  the  addition 
of  several  hundred  copies.  It  now  remains  for 
our  agents  and  the  public  to  determine  wheth¬ 
er  tbe  enlarged  edition,  this  year,  shall  all  be 
taken  up,  or  whether  we  shall  (as  we  must  in  a 
few  weeks,  if  tbe  whole  edition  is  not  demand¬ 
ed)  reduce  ihe  edition  to  tbe  same  size  of  last 
year. 

Every  additional  subscriber  procured  by  a- 
gents,  not  only  strengthens  our  band  and  en¬ 
courages  our  heart,*  but  is  the  means  of  diffusing 
more  widely  in  community  tbe  knowledge  of 
tbe  glorious  doctrun  of  God’s  impartial  and  u- 
niversal  grace.  Go  on,  then,  brethren ;  lend 
us  your  aid  and  assistance  in  procuring  all  tbe 
subscribers  you  can  ;  and  we  will  do  you,  and 
them,  and  the  world,  all  the  good  in  our  power 
by  devoting  our  time  aod  labors  to  tbe  diffusion 
of  knowledge  and  tbe  spread  of  truth. 

A  Society  of  Uoiversalists  has  recently  been 
organized  in  Unity,  N.  H,  May  all  Unity  be 
Universalists,  and  ail  Uoiversalists  live  in  Unity, 
for  “it  is  good  and  pleasant  to  dwell”  there. 

Another  Universalist  Society  has  recently 
been  formed  in  Rumney,  N.  H.  under  the  min¬ 
istry  of  our  worthy  B.-.  J.  More,  of  Lebanon. 

Ansther  has  likewise  been  formed  in  are- 
ham,  Mass. 

Rev.  John  F.  Mye  -  t>aa  received  and  ac¬ 
cepted  an  invitation  to  become  the .  astor  of  the 
First  Universalist  Socicy  m  the  city  of  New- 
Yo'k. 

Mem  Association.— h.  w  J^JniversaJisfi  As¬ 

sociation,  including  a  part  of  New-York,  New- 
Jersey  aod  Pennsylvania,  was  to  bare  been  or¬ 
ganized  and  to  bold  its  first  meeting  in  New- 
Yor  on  Wednesday  and  Thursd^  last.  It 
*•  ■8  proposed  t';  b*  i-d  the  “  New-Yorkand 
.  Pbiladeiphu  Associatioo.” 
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Wu  liav<;  received  tbe  first  No.  of  Uie  lOtb 
TtkI.of  the  ‘^CbristtaD  Repository/*  io  a  neir  forin 
and  series,  with  tbe  title  of  “Watebnau**  affiv 
ed  to  it.  It  is  published  weekly  on  a  half  sheet, 
rbyal  site,  at  one  dollar  fifty  cents  in  advance  ; 
aOd  25  cents  added  to  the  prise  for  every  six 
months*  delay  in  payment.  Rev.  Wm.  Bell, 
Editor.'  This  paper,  which  has  been  conducted 
with  ability  by  its  former  editors,  Ors.  Loveland 
and  Bartlett,  is  the  oldest  paper,  we  believe,  ex* 
Cbpt  one,  in  our  connexion  ;  and  we  sincerely 
vfish  it  success  and  extended  utility  under  its 
present  editor.  The  advantag^es  of  the  altera¬ 
tion  in  form  and  size  are,  that  it  contains  more 
matter  and  its  patrons  will  receive  the  intelli¬ 
gence  it  contains  vaeekly,  whereas  they  receiv¬ 
ed  it  before  but  once  in  2  months.  The  disad¬ 
vantages  are  those  of  greater  eipense  for  tbe 
paper  and  postage  (the  postage  being  tbe  same 
Ob  a  half  sheet  as  a  whole  one)  and  greater  diffi¬ 
culty  io  preserving  and  binding  the  work. 

A  third  attempt  has  been  made  (without  suc¬ 
cess)  to  burn  down  the  office  of  the  “  Trump¬ 
et  and  Univcrsalisi  Magazine.**  Hr.  Whitte- 
more  has  offered  a  reward  of  ^300,  for  the  de¬ 
tection  of  the  incendiary. 

NOTICES. 

The  Universalist  Convention  of  the  State  of 
N.  York,  will  beholden  in  Utica  on  the  9d  (next)  ^ 
Weli'i'^iv  o''  thep  esent  month.  A  punc¬ 
tual  attendance  of  Delegates,  ministers  and  lay¬ 
men,  is  requested. 

Public  service  will  be  attended  on  that  day  at 
the  Court  House  in  this  village.  Morning  ser¬ 
vice  will  commence  at  half  past  10  o’clock. 

The  Black  River  Association  will  be  holden  at 
Rutland,  Jefferson  Co.  on  the  2d  Wednesday 
and  Thursday,  (lOth  and  11th  days;)  and  the 
Conventional  Association  at  New  Port,  Herki¬ 
mer  Co.  on  the  3d  Wednesday  and  Thursday  (17 
and  18,  days)  of  June  next. 

^  The  New-IIampsliire  Association  of  Univer- 
salists  will  be  holden  in  Sutton,  N.  11,  on  the 
last  Wednesday  and  Thursday  of  the  present 
month,  and  not  on  Monday  and  Tuesday,  as  er:  j 
roneously  published  in  our  last,  as  taken  from 
the  Christian  Intelligencer. 

The  Central  Association  of  Uoirersalists  in 
this  State  will  be  holden  at  Warren  Herkimer 
Co.  on  the  fimt  Wednesday  and  Thursday  3d 
and  4lh  days  of  June  next. 

A  SERMON, 

Preached  at  Dorchester,  Mass,  on  Sab¬ 
bath  evening,  Jan.  18,  1829.  By  Thomas 
Whittemore,  Pastor  of  the  1st  Universa- 
list  Society  in  Camhridgeport. 

Tbe  preacher  took  for  bis  text  Deot.  xxxii. 

•  31s  For  their  Rock  is  not  as  our  Rock,  our 
'enmies  themselves  being  Judges.^  After  a  brief 
.and  pertinent  introduction,  in  which  the  phra- 
geology  of  the  text  is  explained,and  the  figure  of 
the  Rock  shown  to  hare  been  used  by  Moses  to 
represent  tbe  God  in  irbom  Israel  trusted,  and 


*he  foundation  of  truth  that  canum  be  sbakei.,  j 
an  application  of  the  subject  is  ma^  to  circum 
stances  of  the  present  day.  He  avails  himself 
of  the  concessions  made  by  the  opposers  of  U**)* 
versalism,  in  tbe  following  manner 

I.  Oar  opponents  say  that  the  doctrine 
of  Universal  Salvation  is  more  reasonable 
than  the  doctrine  of  partial  salvation  and 
endless  misery.  This  they  say  explicit 
ly,  though  they  caution  us  not  to  think 
on  tl  is  account, that  it  is  more  scriptural. 
That  they  believe  our  sentiments  to  be 
the  more  reasonable,  is  evident  from  all 
their  attempts  to  bring  reason  into  disre¬ 
pute  and  disuse.  Do  they  not  continu¬ 
ally  decry  reason,  calling  it  delusive  and 
carnal  ?  Now  this  is  done,  because  rea¬ 
son  is,  in  reality,  opposed  to  the  doc 
trines  they  believe.  They  never  founa 
fault  with  reason,  until  reason  had  found 
fault  with  them:  they  never. objected  to 
the  use  of  her  weapons,  until  after  they 
were  wounded  by  them.  By  words  and 
by  actions,  then,  they  acknowledge  Uni- 
versalism  to  be  the  more  reasonable  sen¬ 
timent.  Thus  it  is  proved  that  *’  their 
rock  is  nut  as  our  Rock,  even  our  ene¬ 
mies  themselves  being  judges.’’ 

But  let  us  estimate  the  value  of  the 
testimony  given  in  our  favor.  Reason 
is  the  only  rule  of  judgment  with  which 
God  has  endowed  man;  and  by  this, above 
all  things  else,  he  is  distinguished  from 
the  bestial  race.  Take  this  away,  and 
what  means  of  judgment  has  he  left? 
But  it  may  be  said,  we  have  other  means 
of  judgment:  we  have  the  Bible,  that 
precious  revelation  which  God,  by  his 
spirit,  has  made  known  to  man.  and  this 
is  a  sufficient  guide  in  matters  of  religion. 
Permit  me  then,  to  ask,  by  what  means 
will  you  read  and  judge  of  the  scriptures? 
^yhat  possible  benefit  could  you  derive 
from  the  Bible,  if  you  were  deprived  of 
your  reason?  Give  this  book,  full  of 
truth  as  it  is,  to  one  of  the  brute  crea¬ 
tion,  what  would  it  avail  ?  Give  it  to  a 
human  being  deprived  of  reason,  a  luna¬ 
tic,  a  maniac,  and  wherein  would  it  be 
better  to  him  than  any  other  book  would 
be  ?  So  far  from  exalting  the  word  of 
God,  by  precluding  the  use  of  reason, 
you  debase  it ;  and  I  may  even  say,  that 
this  is  the  only  means  by  which  you  can 
rentier  it  utterly  useless.  Revelation  is 
to  the  reason  of  man  what  the  telescope 
is  to  human  sight :  this  instrument  ena¬ 
bles  us  to  behold  and  contemplate  objects 
which  are  beyond  the  reach  of  our  unas¬ 
sisted  optics.  But  what  should  you 
think  of  a  man  who  should  say,  **  1  have 
a  good  telescope,  therefore  I  have  no 
more  need  of  my  eyes  ?  The  eye  is  de¬ 
lusive,  it  is  carnal.”  And  the  man’s  fol¬ 
ly  would  seem  to  be  madness,  were  he 
to  advise  all  people  to  put  their  eyes 


out,  since  telescopes  have  been  invented. 
I  lepeat  then,  reason  is  the  only  means 
of  judgment  which  man  possesses:  by 
this  he  judges  of  revelation,  and  every 
thing  else  ;  or  I  should  say  rather  that 
he  ought  so  to  do.  Remember,  then, 
bfethren,  that  when  your  opponents  say 
that  your  doctrine  is  more  agreeable  tu 
reason,  than  any  other  sentiment,  they, 
in  effect,  declare  that  it  is  more  agreeable 
to  the  only  principle  of  judgment  which 
God  has  given  man.  This,  then,  is  a 
proof  that  your  sentiment  is  of  divine  or¬ 
igin  ;  for  God  would  not  give  us  a  prin¬ 
ciple  of  judgment  opposed  to  the  truth. 
Verily  **  their  Rock  is  not  as  our  Rock, 
even  our  enemies  themselves  being  judg¬ 
es.’’ 

Again.  Christianity  must  be  agree¬ 
able  to  reason,  or  it  is  not  a  revelation.— 
To  reveal  a  truth  to  a  man,  you  must 
make  him  understand  it ;  for  if  he  do 
not  understand  it,  there  is  no  revelation. 
Suppose  it  were  in  the  power  of  your 
speaker  to  deliver  to  you  a  discourse  in 
the  Greek  language.  This  discourse 
might  contain  much  truth,  it  might  con¬ 
tain  nothing  but  truth,  and  truth  too  of 
the  utmost  importance  to  you  all.  1  be¬ 
gin  to  boast  ot  the  wonderful  revelation 
I  have  made  you  ;  and  exhort  you  im¬ 
mediately  to  avail  yourselves  of  the  ben¬ 
efit  of  it.  You  rise  up  as  one  man,  and 
tell  me  you  are  not  the  wiser  for  any 
thing  1  have  said.  I  insist  that  every 
thing  I  have  uttered  is  true.  You  say, 
this  may  be  ;  you  know  nothing  about  It; 
you  did  notunderstand  one  word  I  utter¬ 
ed,  and  hence  nothing  has  been  revealed 
to  you.  For,  continuing  your  address, 
you  say,  in  order  to  reveal  truth,  it  must 
be  stated  in  such  a  manner  that  your 
re.ison  can  take  cognizance  of  it,  and 
you  can  understand  it.  That  principle 
of  judgment,  to  which,  if  Christianity 
were  opposed,  it  could  not  be  called  rev¬ 
elation,  is,  according  to  the  testimony 
of  our  opponents,  more  favorable  to  the 
doctrine  of  Univeasal  Grace,  than  to  any 
other  sentiment.  How  true  it  is,  that 
“  their  Rock  is  not  as  our  Rock,  even 
our  enemies  themselves  being  judges.’’ 

In  the  2d  3d  4lh  and  5th  divisions  of  the  dis¬ 
course  the  concessions  of  our  opponents— that 
Universalism  is  “more  agreeable  to  the  works  of 
nature  and  the  present  conduct  of  God;  more 
agreeable  to  a  refined  and  good  life;  a  better{moic 
benevolent)  doctrine;  and  gives  more  joy  and 
peace  to  its  believers’*  than  any  other — are  no¬ 
ticed  and  ably  improved. 

We  designed  to  have  made  further  extracts 
from  this  excollent  discourse;  but  want  of  room 
compels  us  to  omit  it.  The  Author  will  accept 
our  thanks  for  the  copy  he  had  the  politeness  tH 
send  us. 
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For  the  Evangelical  Magazine^ 
UNIVERSALISM. 

Ilev.  Edwin  Ferris  first  publicly  preach¬ 
ed  the  great  doctrine  of  Univer^  Salva¬ 
tion  in  that  part  of  the  state  of  New-York 
which  lies  west  of  Hudson’s  River.*  He 
was  a  member  of  the  New-England  ‘’Gen¬ 
eral  Contention  of  Universalists,”  and  first 
visited  the  county  of  Otsego  in  1802.  In 
this  place,  among  the  scattered  families  of 
a  recent  population — in  the  very  bosom  of 
a  rugged  and  an  immense  wilderness,  he 
found  a  few  believers  in  the  boundless 
goodness  of  Almighty  God.  To  these  he 
preached  several  discourses,  with  some  lit¬ 
tle  effect ;  but  whether  in  the  place  which 
became  the  scene  of  his  future  labours— 
or  whether  from  this  preliminary  visit  we 
are  to  date  the  mighty  operation  of  the  lea¬ 
ven  of  truth,  does  not  appear.  It  was  on 
this  occasion  however,  that  the  jiret  public 
testimony  was  borne  to  the  truth,  in  this 
country’. 

Mr.  Ferris  determined  to  locate  in  the 
region  which  he  had  visited,  and  in  the 
year  following  removed  from  some  part  of 
Dutchess  County,  and  established  himself 
in  the  town  of  Butternutts,  county  of  Ot¬ 
sego.  Some  estimate  may  be  formed  of 
his  labors  and  encouragements,  from  the 
following  statement  made  by  himself.  ‘Tn 
the  spring  of  1803,  1  settled  in  this  town 
with  my  family,  where,  the  summer  fol¬ 
lowing  I  continued  to  labour  with  my 
hands  in  the  field,  week-slays ;  and  to 
preach  the  Gospel  of  Universal  grace  eve¬ 
ry  Sabbath.”  Such  were  his  labors,  gra¬ 
tuitously  tendered,  or  at  most,  without  any 
specified  compensation  :  but  he  found  the 
reward  which  he  sought — for  the  pleasure 
of  the  Lord  prospered  in  his  hands.  It  is 
probable  that  his  ministry  was  not  confin- 
ned  to  one  place  ;  but  that  it  was  directed 
to  the  dissemination  of  his  sentiments  by 
preaching  occasianally  in  the  vicinity. — 
This  was  certainly  the  case  in  1804,  when 
he  says — “I  usually  preached  every  other 
Sunday  in  Butternutts, — other  Sundays  in 
the  neighborhood.” 

In  the  autumn  of  1803,  a  society  con¬ 
sisting  of  about  twenty-fice  male  members 

♦Messrs  Murray,  W'locbester,  Dan  Foster 
and  others  had  previously  preached  io  the  city 
of  New  York,  and  the  congregation  thus  col¬ 
lected  ultimately  erected  a  small  building  for 
their  accommodation  in  that  place,  and  settled 
Rev.  Edward  Mitchell  as  their  pastor.  But  this 
bociety  has  never  assumed  the  name  of  Univer* 
salists — has  never  united  in  any  manner  with 
them, — and  indeed,  has  never  by  its  pastor,  or 
its  own  act,  manifested  any  tokens  of  fellowship 
for  that  denomination.  It  is  denominated  the 
’‘United  Society  of  Christian  Friends,''  and  has 
recently  erected  a  handsome  and  convenient 
brick  church  on  Duane-strect,  and  retains  a 
respectable  congregation.  Mr.  Mitchell  sns 
tains  considerable  reputation  for  talents,  oratory 
and  morality — uniting  to  a  feeble  body,  an  cn- 
trvetic  and  lofty  mind. 


was  organised  in  the  town  of  Butternutts. 
This,  if  there  be  no  mistake  in  the  date. 
was  the  first  Universaust  society  in  the 
State  of  NewaYork.  It  has  however  been 
generally  supposed,  that  the  oldest  regu¬ 
lar  society  was  formed  in  the  town  of  Hart- 
wick,  but  a  few  miles  from  the  former. — 
But  it  is  certain  that  the  latter  was  formed 
sometime  in  1804. 

The  society  in  Butternuts  comprised  a 
small  church  collected  in  1804,  consisting 
at  first  of  only  eight  members  ;  but  which 
ultimately  increased  to  20  or  30  persons. 
Some  of  these  were  received  by  baptism  ; 
but  it  is  not  known  whether  the  regular 
administration  of  what  are  denominated 
ordinances.,  was  continued  for  any  consid¬ 
erable  time.  The  labors  of  Mr.  Ferris 
were  received  by  this  society  until  1810, 
during  which  time  it  had  continued  gradu¬ 
ally  to  increase,  though  its  greatest  num¬ 
ber  of  male  members  never  exceeded  forty. 
It  had  encountered  every  species  of  oppo¬ 
sition  from  without — but  it  was  united ; 
and  asserting  its  rights,  in  the  confidence 
of  truth,  it  braved  the  tempest  of  public 
indignation  and  triumphed. 

In-  1810,  Rev.  C.  Winslow  succeeded 
Mr.  Ferris,  (who  bad  removed  to  an  ad¬ 
jacent  town,)  as  the  ministering  servant  of 
the  society  in  Butternutts.  For  sometime, 
he  was  successful  in  his  ministrations,  and 
the  society  continued  to  prosper — but  the 
destroyer  had  come — their  light  was  ob¬ 
scured  by  folly  and  corruption,  and  discord 
and  confusion  followed.  The  society  con¬ 
tinued  to  linger  for  se^ral  years,  the  vic¬ 
tim  of  a  wretched  indifference — its  regular 
and  stated  meetings  were  neglected — the 
maintainance  of  public  worship  ceased, 
and  its  visibility  is  no  more. 

Notwithstanding  the  dissolution  of  the 
society,  the  doctrine  of  Universalism  still 
prevails.  There  has  been  no  “falling 
away” — no  “drawing  back  to  perdition” 
no  sickly  death-bed  recantations,  and  no 
diminution  of  numbers.  On  the  contrary, 
there  are  many  sincere  and  faithful  believ¬ 
ers  of  the  truth,  who  still  cherish  its  tem¬ 
per  and  spirit ;  and  perhaps  at  no  time 
since  the  introduction  of  Universalism  a 
mong  them,  has  there  been  a  greater  num¬ 
ber  of  its  professors  in  that  place,  than  at 
present. 

For  the  last  eight  or  ten  years,  Mr.  Fer¬ 
ris  has  again  occasionally  ministered  to 
them  in  holy  things ;  and  they  are  now 
once  more  desirous  of  re-organizing  a  socie¬ 
ty.  Sensible  at  length,  of  the  folly  of  ne¬ 
glecting  their  own  duty,  because  disgusted 
at  its  scandalous  violation  fn  a  single  indi¬ 
vidual,  they  are  about  to  rise  in  their  for¬ 
mer  strength  and  rebuild  the  waste  places 
of  their  spiritual  Zion.  May  the  “eve- 
ning-fime”’of  this  people  be  light,  and 
their  present  laudable  efibrts  to  unite  their 
'energies,  he  crowped  with  abundant  $uc* 


cess^and  may  the  still  more  desirable  ob¬ 
ject  of  promoting  the  spread  of  the  princi-* 
pies  and  spirit  of  the  “Gospel  of  God  opr 
Saviour,”  be  ultimately  &  fully  attained*. 

s.  a  S. 

SAURIN’S  CONFESSION. 

“I  sink,  I  sink,  under  the  awfnl  weight 
of  my  subject -and  I  declare,  when  I  see 
my  relations,  my  friends,  the  people  of  mv 
charge,  this  whole  congregation;  when  1 
think  that  I,  that  you,  that  we  are  all 
threatened  with  these  torments;  when  I 
see  in  the  backwardness  of  «y  devotions 
and  designs,  the  least  evidence,  though  it 
be  only  presumption,  of  my  future  misery, 
yet  I  find  in  the  thought  a  mortal  poison^ 
which  diffuseth  itself  into  every  period  of 
my  life,  rendering  society  tiresome,  nour¬ 
ishment  insipid,  pleasure  disgustful,  and 
life  itself  a  cruel  bitter.  I  cease  to  won¬ 
der  that  the  fear  of  hell  hath  made  some 
mad  and  others  melancholy.'*'^ 

ORIGINAL  ANECDOTE. 

St.  Pauly  a  Calvinist  Baptist  ! 

A  member  of  a  Baptist  Church  in  the 
town  of  G,  lately  asserted,  in  the  hear¬ 
ing  of  a  number  of  persons,  that  8t. 
PAUL  was  a  Calvinist  Baptist .  Should 
St.  Paul,  said  he,  rise  from  the  dead, 
and  preach  in  our  meeting  house,  no 
one  knowing  the  man  or  his  senti¬ 
ments,  and  should  the  inquiry  be  made 
after  meeting— What  denominatioa 
was  the  preacher  of?”  the  noiversal  an¬ 
swer  would  be,  “he  is  a  Baptist.’’  A 
lady,  sitting  by.  thought  it  would  re¬ 
quire  as  great  a  miracle  to  make  a  Bap-, 
tist  of  St  Paul,  as  it  would  to  raise  hitn 
from  the  dead,  and  introduce  him  into 
the  meeting  house  in  G.  But,  continu¬ 
ed  she,  should  St.  Paul  deliver  a  dis¬ 
course  in  this  place,  and  affirm  from 
pulpit,  that  “God  would  have  all  men 
to  be  saved— that  be  would  gather  to¬ 
gether  all  things  in  Christ what  de¬ 
nomination  should  you  conclude  he  be¬ 
longed  to  ?  The  Baptist,  not  knowing 
these  were  Paul’s  words,  answered^ 
“  Paul  would  know  too  well  to  preach 
such  a  licentious  doctriue  as  that!”  But 
suppose  he  should  so  preach,  resumed 
the  lady,  what  should  yon  call  him  ?— 
“  Why,  1  should  say  he  was  a  despica¬ 
ble  UnitersaKst ;  and  if  he  so  preached, 
I  should  leave  the  house  immediately!’’ 
The  lady  presented  him  with  a  Bible, 
opened  to  those  places  in  Paul’s  writing 
He  looked  at  them  and  exclaimed,  “Ant 
you  have  got  a  Universalist  Bible,  which 
ought  to  be  burned ;  if  you  hear  to  such  de¬ 
lusion  as  that,  you  must  be  for  ever  misera¬ 
ble.”  Comment  is  unnecessary. -CA.  /»/: 

Religion  and  Tirtne,  our  beat  support  and  bijbest 
.honor,  confer  on  the  mind  principles  of  noble  inde- 
. pendente. 
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For  the  Enngeiical  Magerine 
THEN  WHO’S  TO  BLAME? 

If  God  foreknew  all  things  at  first, 

And  likewise  planned  the  same ; 

If  man  strict  follows  out  that  plan, 

Then  who’s  to  blame  ? 

If  moral  agents  men  are  made, 

It  still  connects  the  chain ; 

For  reason  guides— God  gave  the  aid, 
Then  who’s  to  blame  ? 

If  God’s  decreed  an  endless  bell 
To  sear  the  human  frame ; 

If  man  is  sear’d,  then  reader  tell 
Me,  who’s  to  blame? 

'  If  election  be  the  plan  of  God 
A  part  to  sare  from  shame, 

And  part  must  feel  his  scourging  rod, 
Then  who’s  to  blame  ? 

If  I  arrive  in  realms  above, 

And  you  in  sin  remain, 

’Tis  God’s  decree,  the  will  of  Jove ; 

Then  who’s  to  blame  ? 

If  nature  all  was  formed  in  sin; 

Did  I  my  nature  frame  ? 

Or  can  I  change  what  God  has  made  ? 
Then  who’s  to  blame  ? 

God  formed  our  limbs  and  gave  us  breath. 
Our  thoughts  he  formed  the  same ; 

And  now  if  man  should  meet  with  death, 
Then  who’s  to  blame  ? 

If  life  eternal  rest  on  works, 

To  praise  the  Almighty’s  name. 

If  man  is  weak  and  cannot  work, 

Then  who’s  to  blame  ? 

If  Satan  gets  full  half  of  man. 

To  yop  and  me  lays  claim. 

Not  we,  'twas  God,  who  formed  the  plan. 
Then  who’s  to  blame  ? 

RILEY. 
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For  the  Evangelical  Magazine 
SPRING. 

Every  season  of  die  year  has  its  charms, 
and  brings  its  enjoyments  and  blessings. 
Bat  the  Spring,  above  all  the  other  sea- 
ions  of  the  revolving  year,  abounds  in 
charms  and  delightful  scenes.  While  the 
rolling  seasons  change,  the  beautiful  Spring 
again  advances  in  flowery  robes,  and  makes 
her  annual  visit  to  our  happy  land.  The 
genius  of  Liberty  smiles  at  her  approach, 
and  presides  with  all  her  mildness  over  our 
highly  favored  country.  And  tho’  the  de¬ 
mon  of  Superstition  occasionally  frowns 
upon  her,  and  with  menacing  threats,  at¬ 
tempts  to  wrest  her  sceptre  from  her  grasp, 
as  yet,  he  has  been  th^rted  in  his  infer¬ 
nal  attempts,  and  the  mild  genim  still  pre¬ 
sides  in  majestic  dignity  in  this  favoured 
clime ;  and  the  wise  and  good  are  her  de¬ 
voted  subjects.  Peace  and  plenty  smile 


upon  the  virtuous  sons  and  daughters  of 
.^erica.  O!  be  grateful,  children  of  men, 
to  Him  who  rules  all  things,  Kud  gives  you 
these  blessings  thus  richly  to  enjoy. 

May  1  now  call  upon  all  my  heavenly 
Father’s  children  to  behold  the  beauty,  and 
feel  the  joy  of  Spring.  But  I  hear  groans 
and  sighs,  and  behold  gloomy  countenan¬ 
ces  ;  and  sad  lamentations  salute  my  ear. 
Alas  !  what  is  the  matter  ?  Ah  !  1  see  ; 
— the  demon  of  Superstition  has  been  do¬ 
ing  this.  He  has  represented  our  kind 
heavenly  Father  as  an  angry,  cruel,  and 
revengeful  Tyrant,  who  hated  them,  and 
I  w;ould  bum  them  to  all  eternity  in  hell  fire, 
if  they  did  not  love  and  serve  him. 

Brothers  and  sisters,  I  am  out  of  patience 
with  this  demon,  for  telling  you  such  false¬ 
hoods,  and  uttering  such  base  and  unfound¬ 
ed  slanders  against  our  heavenly  Father, 
who  is  neither  cruel  nor  rev^^engeful,  but 
merciful  and  forgiving  ;  who  does  not  hate, 
but  loves  you.  Let  the  Scriptures  which 
are  in  accordance  with  the  Voice  of  Uni¬ 
versal  nature,  bear  witness  to  you,  in  this 
pleasing  season,  of  the  love  and  goodness 
of  our  beneficent  Creator.  In  this  cheer¬ 
ing  Spring,  the  Almighty  walks  forth  in 
glorious  beauty,  manifesting  his  tenderness 
and  love.  O !  praise  him  and  bend  in 
grateful  veneration  before  him.  When 
the  king  of  day  shines  forth  with  his  warm¬ 
ing  influence,  causing  the  snow  and  ice  to 
melt,  and  flow  in  gentle  streams  to  the  bo¬ 
som  of  the  ocean,  and  the  embryo  blossoms 
and  leaves  to  expand  and  come  forth  to  life, 
and  spread  a  green  carpet,  bedecked  with 
flowers,  over  the  face  of  nature  ;  it  is  the 
beneficent  smile  of  the  Almighty,  and  fills 
the  hearts  of  the  children  of  God  with  joy. 
The  Sun  with  his  cheering  light  and  ge¬ 
nial  warmth,  is  a  beautiful  emblem  of  G^, 
mth  his  truth  and  love.  As  the  sun  shines 
and  disperses  darkness,  and  by  the  warmth 
of  his  rays  converts  frozen  regions  into 
fruitful  fields ;  so  when  God,  tl^ugh  the 
Sun  of  righteousness, shines  into  the  dark¬ 
ened  mind  of  man,  which  is  frozen  with 
ingratitude  and  hatred,  it  enlightens  him 
with  truth,  melts  and  warms  his  soul  with 
gratitude  and  love,  and  jnakes  him  fruitful 
in  good  works.  This  enables  him  to  con¬ 
template  with  vast  and  imspeakable  de¬ 
light  on  the  love  of  his  Creator,  and  umn 

Eure  immortal  bliss.  Who  is  there  mat 
as  once  tasted  of  the  love  of  heaven,  but 
will  desire  to  taste  it  again  !  He  who  tastes 
of  it  oftenest,  will  relish  it  best.  And  who 
is  there  that  has  once  contemplated  upon 
perfect  and  endless  happiness,  but  will  de¬ 
sire  to  contemplate  upon  it  again,  yea  of¬ 
ten?  How  many  suffer  in  this  win^  life, 
being  chilled  by  the  gales  of  adversity,  and 
beaten  upon  by  the  storms  of  misfortune  ! 
To  such,  1  would  affectionately  say,  look 
forward  to  the  Spring  of  eternity,  which 
will  encircle  all.  There  will  the  chilling 
[blasts  of  adversity  blow  no  more,  and- 


the  storms  of  affliction  will  no  more 
beat. 

Does  not  every  benevolent  heart  feel 
sweet  satisfaction  in  contemplating  upon 
the  season  in  eternity,  when  a  boundless 
Spring  shall  bless  the  Universe?  When 
all  intelligent  beings  shall  flourish  in  im¬ 
mortal  bloom;  when  the  sunshine  of  eter¬ 
nal  love  and  truth,  will  cheer  the  bound¬ 
less  realms  of  bliss.  Then  shall  holi¬ 
ness,  joy  and  peace,  be  universal  and  un¬ 
ceasing.  O!  delightful  contemplation  for 
the  children  of  God !  O!  glorious  consum¬ 
mation  of  the  intelligent  universe!  0! 

HAPPY  SPRING  OF  ETERNITY  !  G. 


I^smenfal. 


MARRIED. — In  this  village,  on  the  4tli  inst. 
by  Rev.  Mr.  Skinner,  Mr.  Andrew  Fulmer  to 
Miss  Mary  Youngs,  all  of  this  place. 

In  Stt^esant,  Columbia  co.  on  the  23d  ult.  by  the 
Rev.  J.  Sickles,  Dr.  Charles  B.Coventrv,  of  this 
village,  to  Miss  Clarissa,  eldest  daughter  of  the 
Hon.  Medad  Butler,  of  the  former  place. 


OBITU  ART. 


DIED— -At  Ellisburgh,  Jefferson  Co. 
on  the  10th  ult.  Mrs.  Sally  E.  consort 
of  Capt  Daniel  Stearns,  aged  26.  She 
endured  her  last  distressing  sickness 
with  Christian  fortitude  and  resignation, 
being  supported  in  sickness  and  comfort¬ 
ed  even  in  death  itself,  by  a  firm  and  un¬ 
wavering  trust  in  that  God,  who  is 
good  unto  all,  and  whose  tender  mercies 
are  over  all  his  works.”  She  died  as  she 
had  lived,  in  the  hope  of  a  blessed  im¬ 
mortality  for  herself  and  a  ransomed 
world.  Agreeably  to  her  dying  request, 
Rev.  C.  G.  Person  attended  her  funeral, 
and  delivered  a  discourse  from  these 
words:  **  Examine  yourselves  whether 
ye  be  in  the  faith.  ”  May  a  merciful  God 
grant  consolation  to  her  bereaved  com¬ 
panion  and  mourning  friends. 

At  Fort  Covington,  on  the  11th  ult.  Miss  Stel¬ 
la  S.  daughter  of  Mr.  Allen  Lincoln  of  that  place, 
aged  16. 
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